
DESTINATION
BERLIN

Thursday, June 15th to 
Sunday, June 18th, 2023



Berlin is a city of reinvention.  From 
the Kingdom of Prussia to the Weimar 
Republic, the devastation of World 
War II, division and later reunification, 
its stories are written directly into its 
architecture. The British Architectural 
Library Trust invites you to explore the 
history of this extraordinary city in the 
company of those who are shaping its 
future.

Destination Berlin balances large 
civic statements with smaller private 
experiences and unexpected stories. 
We tour Berlin’s architectural landmarks 
with their project architects, including 
Studio Libeskind’s Jewish Museum, The 
Reichstag by Foster + Partners, and 
Museum Island with David Chipperfield 
Architects. We hear curatorial insights 

from experts at the Kulturforum and 
Gropius Bau, and experience Berlin’s 
private museum phenomenon that has 
transformed abandoned urban sites in 
more recent years. We also take in the 
20th-century innovations in industrial 
architecture and housing with a trip to 
West Charlottenburg at the edge of the 
Grunewald Forest.

Each evening, we will drink and dine 
in places of cultural interest with 
special guests from Berlin’s thriving 
contemporary art and design scene, 
including a party at the British Embassy, 
a Postmodern icon by Stirling/Wilford. 
We stay in the luxurious boutique 
hotel Das Stue, formerly the Danish 
Embassy nestled in a quiet corner of the 
Tiergarten park.
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ITINERARY
We are grateful to the many institutions and experts who have helped us in 
shaping this itinerary. Please note that it is subject to change. 

After your arrival in Berlin, you will have 
time to settle into our hotel Das Stue. 
Formerly the Royal Danish Embassy, this 
grand 1930s building was designed by 
Johann Emil Schaudt on the edge of 
the Tiergarten park with views over the 
Berlin Zoo and city skyline. 

We begin at 5pm in the hotel with 
Robert Wilson, Architecture Editor at 
the Architects Journal (AJ) and former 
Head of Exhibitions at the RIBA. Over 
drinks and then from the comfort of our 

luxury coach, Robert leads a city tour 
introducing Berlin’s turbulent history as 
told through its buildings.

The coach drops us at the British 
Embassy, a postmodern icon designed 
by Stirling Prize-winning architect 
Michael Wilford CBE. HE Jill Gallard 
CMG, His Majesty’s Ambassador to the 
Federal Republic of Germany, hosts a 
reception in our honour. We dine nearby 
at Grill Royal before returning to Das 
Stue for our first night’s sleep.

Day 1: Welcome to Berlin
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We begin at the Kulturforum, a 
collection of grand civic structures, 
including Mies Van Der Rohe’s Neue 
Nationalgalerie, Hans Scharoun’s Berlin 
Philharmonie and the site of Herzog & 
de Meuron’s Museum of 20th-century 
Art. We move into the Kunstbibliothek 
(Art Library) for a curator-led study 
session exploring their collection of 
architectural drawings and models. 

Our next stop is the Jewish Museum, a 
place for dialog and reflection on Jewish 
past and present in Germany. Over 
a ‘Jerusalem lunch’, Matthias Reese, 
project architect, introduces Daniel 
Libeskind’s designs of underground 
axes, angled walls, and bare concrete 
“voids”. We then tour the disorienting 
architecture and powerful displays.

We continue to the Memorial to the 
Murdered Jews of Europe, by Peter 

Eisenman to experience this powerful 
statement. This is followed by Museum 
Island, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, comprising five historic museums 
from the Prussian Empire surrounded 
by the River Spree. We tour the site 
in the company of David Chipperfield 
Architects, who led the 1999 masterplan 
as well as the restoration of the Neues 
Museum (which we will visit) and the new 
James Simon Gallery.

We end our tour of Museum Island with 
drinks at Flussbad Berlin, a project by 
realities: united to filter and repurpose 
the canal for public swimming. Artist-
architect brothers Jan and Tim Edler tell 
us about their work there.

We dine at Pars, a new addition to 
Berlin’s gastronomic scene, serving a 
six-course taster menu of fresh regional 
ingredients.

Day 2: Rebuild/Renew

Today, we look at the radical architecture of Berlin as the city emerged from the 
turmoil of the Second World War and its political aftermath. 
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We begin at the Gropius Bau. 
Designed by Martin Gropius in 1881, 
the Renaissance-style building was 
bombed in 1945, partially blocked by 
the Berlin Wall in 1961 and narrowly 
saved from demolition in 1966. Today, 
it hosts international contemporary 
artists, including Daviel Boyd, whose 
architectural interventions we see on a 
curator-led tour.

The morning continues at the Boros 
Collection, a former war bunker which 
became infamous for its techno parties. 
Since 2008, it has been home to an 
international collection of contemporary 
art founded by Karen and Christian 
Boros and designed by Casper Mueller 
Kneer architects.

We spend the afternoon at Pfefferberg, 
a former brewery repurposed for 
creative and educational organisations. 
Here, we have lunch with the team from 
the Museum for Architectural Drawing. 
The museum is housed in a four-storey 
building reminiscent of casually piled 
up blocks designed by the founder, 
architect Sergei Tchoban in 2013. We 
are invited for a curator-led tour of the 
collection, the galleries and the store. 

The afternoon ends at the Feuerle 
Collection, which opened in 2016, 
designed by John Pawson in 
collaboration with founders Désiré 
Feuerle and Sara Puig. The site 
was built (but never used) as a 
telecommunications hub for the 

Nazi war effort. It is now a dramatic 
underground site for Asian antiquities 
and contemporary art.

After a busy day, we relax with drinks 
at the Kleine Grosz Museum, an iconic 
1950s petrol station, renovated by 
gallerist and collector Juerg Judin to 
display the paintings of anti-war activist 
George Grosz. Dr. Pay Matthis Karstens, 
Curator, welcomes us with a private tour. 
We then stop off at Galerie Judin to 
glimpse Berlin’s contemporary gallery 
scene, before arriving at Golvet, where 
fine dining is paired with urban art and 
some of the best views across the city.

Day 3: Contemporary Interventions

With many of Berlin’s disused industrial sites being repurposed as cultural spaces, 
we explore the role of contemporary art as a force for architectural transformation.
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We begin at the Reichstag, home of 
the Deutscher Bundestag (German 
Parliament). Built in 1894, it was severely 
damaged in the Second World War and 
only fully restored in 1999 by Foster 
+ Partners. We tour the building and 
its distinctive glass dome with Ulrich 
Hamann and Christian Hallmann, project 
architects. 

The tour will explore the city’s 20th-
century expansion westwards, focussing 
on the districts of Neu West End and 
the Messe exhibition grounds, as well 
the Siemensstadt Modernist housing 
estate and area of Weimar-era and later 

Day 4: Living & Working

villas along the edge of the Grünewald 
forest. Buildings and structures focussed 
on include Hans Poelzig’s 1929 Haus des 
Rundfunks, the 1936 Olympic Stadium 
and Le Corbusier’s Unité d’Habitation. 
All before a frothy beer and sausage  at 
Preußisches Landwirtshaus!

We travel back to Das Stue, where 
the tour finishes. The hotel is happy 
to arrange your airport transfer. If you 
would like to extend your stay in the 
city, we can recommend further places 
to visit, from museums and restaurants 
in the city to day trips to the Bauhaus in 
Dessau or Prussian palaces in Potsdam.  

On our final day, we look at the architecture that defined the daily life of Berlin 
during the 20th century, visiting an outlying neighbourhood: West Charlottenburg.
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Attending Destination Berlin is at 
the invitation of the BALT board. 
By joining us, you are supporting 
the work of the British Architectural 
Library. Based at the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, London, the 
Library holds the largest and most 
wide-ranging architectural collections 
in the world. Over four million items 
together represent a unique body of 
knowledge that is rich and global in 
scope. 

Included are three nights’ 
accommodation at Das Stue 
(Embassy Room with breakfast), local 
transport, museum and guide fees, 
as well as lunches, drinks and dinners 
mentioned in the itinerary. Wine will 
be served with dinner. Not included 
are international flights, additional 
food and beverages and anything not 
mentioned in the itinerary. Upgrades 
and additional hotel services may be 
arranged directly with the hotel at 
your own expense.

To confirm your place, we require a 
non-refundable deposit of 1,000 USD 
per person. There is a strict limit of 
20 participants, so please secure your 
place at your earliest convenience. 

THE DETAIL

The trip costs 4,268 USD per person. For a single occupant, there is an 
additional hotel charge of 705 USD. In addition, each participant is asked to 
make a donation of 1,000 USD to the British Architectural Library Trust (BALT). 
As a 501(c)(3) organization, gifts to BALT are deductible for tax purposes to 
the extent permitted by law.

Full payment is required no later than 90 
days before the trip (March 17, 2023). 

The itinerary involves extensive walking 
and some venues may not be fully 
accessible to those with reduced 
mobility. If you have concerns, we can 
discuss ways to adapt the trip so that 
you can participate as fully as possible. 
We require you to report any medical 
condition that may need specialist 
attention.

All participants must arrange their own 
travel insurance, including medical 
evacuation and repatriation coverage. 
We require proof of insurance with 
emergency contact details to confirm 
your place. BALT does not provide 
insurance.

The itinerary is subject to change. 
Should circumstances require us to 
cancel any of the visits listed here, 
we will seek a suitable alternative. 
Should the trip itself be cancelled or 
postponed, there will be certain costs 
that are non-refundable. We strongly 
recommend including trip interruption 
and cancellation coverage in your 
insurance.



Please return this form to:
Wayne Chen, Executive Assistant to the Board
British Architectural Library Trust
exec.assistant@thebaltrust.org

Please provide details as they appear in your passport. Please use one 
form per participant.

This form is strictly confidential and will only be used as needed for your 
participation in Destination Berlin, 2023.

Title
Forename(s)
Surname
Mobile
Email
Address
Passport number
Date of birth

Insurance provider
Policy number
Insurance emergency contact
Next of kin
Relationship to you
Next of kin phone number

Dietary requirements
Allergies
Mobility requirements
Medical conditions which may require specialist attention

DESTINATION BERLIN
BOOKING FORM

We will contact you to arrange payment of your deposit of 
1,000 USD to confirm your booking.

Further payment of 3,268 USD (plus 705 USD for single occupancy) 
will be required by March, 17, 2023. We will request your donation 
of 1,000 USD at the same time.
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